A community refers to a group of people who share the same stakes and concerns, the members of which knows and interact with each other. The process of diagnosing the health, health-related problems and their determinants, in a community is called community diagnosis, whose ultimate aim is to identify where the community is now?, where does it want to be?, and how it will get there? The principles of community diagnosis have been tried and found of extreme utility in developing countries where multiple health problems are prevalent, but only scarce resources are available. To conclude, the process of community diagnosis enables developing countries in reaching a consensus about the priority health problems in their individual communities and in developing strategies to address the identifi ed issues.
INTRODUCTION
A community refers to a group of people who share the same stakes and concerns, the members of which knows and interact with each other. [1] Epidemiological methods can be used to assess the health and well-being (viz. morbidity/mortality/health seeking behavior) of the people living in a community or in a defined geographical area. [1] This process of diagnosing the health, health-related problems and their determinants, in a community is called community diagnosis, whose ultimate aim is to identify where the community is now?, where does it want to be?, and how it will get there? [2] The basic purpose of community diagnosis is to assess the health situation in the community, its dimensions/determinants, and whether the community has achieved the objectives proposed by the health policies and programs. [3] The principles of community diagnosis have been tried and found of extreme utility in developing countries where multiple health problems are prevalent, but only scarce resources are available. [1, 3] Community diagnosis: Characteris cs and scope The process of community diagnosis should possess some characteristics, namely ability to address important community problems which are amenable to practical control; ability to identify most of the targeted health events; adequacy in reflecting changes in distribution of events over time, place and person; a clearly defined population, data collection, data flow, analysis, interpretation, and feedback; orientation towards appropriate action; and should be participatory, uncomplicated, sensitive, timely, and inexpensive. [1, 2] As the community consists of heterogeneous groups, the overall objective should not be limited to estimation of the magnitude of the health problems and its determinants, but should also be expanded to include issues such as health needs, equity, efficacy, protection of individuals, and responsiveness to expectations. [2] Feasibility of community diagnosis in ensuring prioritization of health concerns: Perspective of developing countries
Furthermore, the diagnosis of the state of health of a community must also be dynamic (viz. should take into account not only the current status but also the impact that the preventive measures may have on health status of future generations) as it allows the results to be used as an evidence for discussion among the stakeholders in the community and assists the policy makers in setting priorities and making decisions for allocation of the resources.
[2]
Framework of community diagnosis Prior to the actual initiation of the process of community diagnosis, first step is to define the target community (viz. a particular geographical area or a defined group such as pregnant mothers, infants, etc.) in order to avoid chance of over representation of sub-groups from which it is easy to obtain data. [4, 5] Secondly, health indicators (both positive and negative) should be defined well in advance to obtain effective information utilizing a variety of sources of information/methods (viz. existing health system records, active and passive surveillance/screening, or survey results/registration of vital events). [4, 5] The selection of source/methods can be identified based on the objectives, investment, and resources available. The collected information can be compiled and analyzed over a period of time to establish a trend to assess the changes in a community of the health situation, the burden of illness, and the prevalence of risk factors. [6] Process of community diagnosis In presence of sufficient time and resources, the initial move is to establish a community diagnosis team, consisting of motivated individuals who can act as advocates for a broad range of community members and can appropriately represent the concerns of diverse populations within the community. [1, 4] This team will analyze the existing health data, collect the data from the community on health issues of interest with the help of a questionnaire/focus group discussions, and then combine both the data to have a basic understanding of the community's major health issues including comparison with other communities. [6] On the basis of data, health issues will be prioritized and a plan of action (viz. appropriate and effective health interventions or prevention strategies) will be formulated and implemented. [6] Finally, assessment will be done to identify to what extent the community is making changes to improve their health and health-related indicators and the entire information will be shared with the members of the community and other stakeholders. [1, 5] However, community diagnosis has been found to be ineffective if adequate support from members of the community is not adequate. [1, 6] The principles of community diagnosis have been successfully implemented in multiple settings to manage heterogeneous public health problems. [7, 8] 
CONCLUSION
To conclude, the process of community diagnosis enables developing countries in reaching a consensus about the priority health problems in their individual communities and developing strategies to address the issues identified.
